It has been a year now since we lost Professor Spielberger. He was no stranger to congresses, higher education and research in tropical regions: Australia, India, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, Spain and Turkey to name a few. This international psychologist, so familiar to most of us, certainly deserves our review for his scientific and professional contributions. A master of diplomacy, and a wise mentor, we can now begin to see the full scope of his influence.
I met him at an international conference in 1982 and worked with him in various capacities since that time, including accreditation guidance for doctoral programmes in psychology, regional and global psychology conference development, and his catalytic imprint on the modern emergence of scientific and applied psychology. As friend and colleague, he never lacked the time and interest to help. For example, he had encouraged us to develop a new collaborative text generated from Singapore with 17 international contributors: Trauma Psychology in Context: International Vignettes and Applications from a Lifespan Clinical-Community Psychology Perspective. In his last year of life and in poor health, soon after he had received his advance copy with our thanks, he sent us a very kind and encouraging email response, well beyond the limits of our expectations, saying the work was a 'unique contribution to our understanding of the traumatic effects of psychological stress and its effects on emotional reactions' . In the manner this exemplifies, he brought out the best in all of us.
Professor Spielberger also had the rare gift of making complex science readily understandable, with the future of scientific psychology compelling on an international stage. Of course, he also did this by example. Here are a few excerpts about his scientific work: Charles Spielberger was a master of organisational psychology, both in developing key collaborative networks for psychologists in tropical regions and as an essential international network presence. His leadership played a key role in building global psychology into a bridge to the twenty-first century, and to the enhanced care of our human family in this new era.
In the Native American Church, the rising of the sun is sometimes greeted with: 'A new day, fresh, untouched. What will we do with it?' Our own new day has begun with the prior advantage of the wise touch of Professor Spielberger. His distinguished contributions deserve honoured inclusion in our evolving story. I am pleased to remember our friend on this anniversary of his passing. I am grateful that he chose to spend so much of his adult life with us creating these memories.
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